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Over 40 years strong:

Union Aid Abroad—-APHEDA solldarlty

with Palestinians

1986

APHEDA begins work in Palestinian schools
in association with the Anglican Church.

1989-current

APHEDA provides support to a range of
MA’AN projects including women’s rights &
skills, english for employment, livelihoods,

environment, permaculture/agriculture and @

food sovereignty, as well as emergency
response projects. APHEDA supports MA’AN
to establish permaculture training centres in
Marda, Khuza’a and Beit Qad. Seven
Australian volunteers and staff have been
based long-term with MA’AN in Ramallah.

1999

Sir Ron Wilson, President of the Australian Council for
International Development (ACFID) and others take part
in an initial APHEDA Study tour of projects in Palestine
and the refugee camps in Lebanon.

2002-2005

With Australian government funds, APHEDA and
MA’AN run a program in Khan Younis, southern Gaza
Strip, on organic farming and food security.

2005

Israeli forces withdraw from within the Gaza Strip 38 years after
capturing it from Egypt, abandoning illegal Israeli settlements.

2002-2006

Construction of the Separation Wall in the West Bank begins.
It’s ruled illegal in the International Court of Justice in 2004.

July-August 2006

APHEDA supports emergency
) response work by PWHO for
¥ Palestinian refugees in Lebanon during
and after the 33-day war, which sees

massive destruction in Beirut.

1984

Inspired by volunteer work in refugee f
camps after massacres in 1982, ACTU
establishes APHEDA. First major X
project is education of Palestinian
refugee nurses from Lebanon in
community health in Sydney.

APHEDA provides seed funding to support Sami Khader
to establish the MA’AN Development Centre, a secular
Palestinian national NGO with programs across Gaza
Strip and the West Bank.

The Palestinian Women’s Humanitarian
Organisation (PWHO) was founded by
Dr. Olfat Mahmoud, one of the nurses
trained in APHEDA’s first project, as an
organisation run by and for women
refugees in the camps in Lebanon.
APHEDA has funded PWHO in
women’s, education disability and
health projects from 1993 until current.

The Oslo Accords are signed between Israel and the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation, enabling the establishment of the
Palestinian Authority in Gaza Strip and 40% of the West Bank.

After the start of the second
intifada, APHEDA launches, with six
other Australian NGOs, a joint
medical appeal benefiting
Palestinian hospitals in Jerusalem,
West Bank and Gaza Strip. In the
following 15 years, APHEDA
continued support for hospitals in
Jenin and Gaza Strip with funds
donated by unions and community.

In elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council, Hamas wins the
largest vote. Israel arrests a third of those elected, and after conflict
between Palestinian factions, Hamas takes over administration of
the Gaza Strip. Israel closes the borders, restricting movement of
people and imports, and blocks access of Palestinians to the sea
further than 3km offshore.

December 2008

Israeli war on Gaza lasts 3 weeks and kills hundreds of civilians.




Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA and MA’AN
implement a food security project
funded by the Australian government
from DFAT through the AMENCA 2
project.

July-August 2014

A seven-week war saw 2,100 Palestinians killed and
significant damage to key infrastructure and agriculture by
Israeli military in the Gaza Strip.

2015-2021

Under the AMENCA 3 program,
Australian government funds a
consortium of APHEDA, MA’AN,
Bethlehem University, and Asala

2009-2023

APHEDA begins a new series of
study tours for Australian unionists
to Palestine and refugee camps, in
total 10 over this period.

2014-2015

During the bombing of Gaza Strip, 1069 out of 1750
project sites in the MA’AN-APHEDA farming program
are damaged, and over 15% of participants’ homes are
completely destroyed. Due to extensive military
destruction by Israel in 2014, the Australian
government grants APHEDA an additional $2 million
for immediate recovery of farming, and psychosocial
support for children and families.

Businesswomen’s Association to build
incomes of farmers and women in the 2018
alm(c):?]gisﬁsd iar]tﬁggﬂgr\ée\?vegsatbé%izaal gg Israeli trogps shoot protesters in Gaza in the “Great March
southern Gaza Strip. The program of Return”, 223 killed and 13,000 wounded.
includes a national campaign focused on
women’s rights to inheritance. 2021
------------------------------------------------------ ®  Fuictions of Palestinians in East Jerusalem and clashes at al-Agsa
Mosque spark conflict between Israel and Palestinians. Over two
2022-current hundred people in Gaza and at least ten in Israel die.
APHEDA supports MA’AN projectinthe @ .
West Bank strengthening four food
production or processing cooperatives 7 October 2023
of women and Deaf people with
funding from Australian government Hamas launches unprecedented surprise attack on Israel in
and Australian Education Union. which 1,000 people are killed and over 200 taken as
hostages. In response, Israel launches a war on Gaza that
has seen over 67,000 Palestinians (83% civilians) killed as of
---------------------------------------------------- @ September 2025, and around 90% of buildings and
— infrastructure are destroyed.
2023-current
APHEDA launches Gaza emergency )

appeal to provide funds for MA’AN’s
emergency response work in the Gaza
Strip. As of October 2025, over $1.3
million AUD has been raised by
Australian unions and communities.

5 October 2025

As of October 2025, 15 of the 300 MA’AN employees in Gaza
are killed since the start of the war in October 2023.

March 2025

A temporary ceasefire breaks down when Israel launches renewed
airstrikes and full-scale ground operations, supplies into Gaza Strip
severely restricted. Isreal imposes a full blockade on aid and
blocks access to energy sources. With very limited food able to
enter Gaza, famine is declared in August 2025. As of 5 September,
361 people had died of starvation.

9 October 2025

US government announces a ceasefire agreement is reached
between Israel and Hamas, which will provide for the re-entry of aid
supplies, return of the Israeli hostages, release of Palestinians in
Israeli prisons in the first phase with subsequent phases to be
negotiated along the lines of the US 20-point plan.
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