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UNION AID ABROAD – APHEDA 
Minutes of Union Aid Abroad APHEDA AGM 
Monday 9 December 2024 – 5:30pm-7:00pm 

MUA Ground floor meeting room, 365-375 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000 and ONLINE 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Country was made by the Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA Chairperson, Lori-Anne Sharp, 
acknowledging also the 40th anniversary AGM of APHEDA. This meeting is taking place on the land of the Gadigal 
people of Eora nation.  
 
1. PRESENT 

In-person: Lori-Anne Sharp (Chairperson), Kate Lee (Co-Executive Officer), Sharan KC (Co-Executive Officer), Andrew 
Dettmer, Peter Murphy, Michelle Robertson, Mark Lennon, Phillip Hazelton, Maria Jose Gaona, Holly Fingland, Jo 
Schofield, Jennifer Killen, Katie Camarena, Ken Davis, Peter Jennings, Alice Pivetta. 
 
Online: Danae Bosler, Bernie Mallary, Anne Picot, Kay Anastasiadis, Tim Dymond, Pam Smith, Steve Mullins, Linda Kelly, 
Lachlan Batchelor, Ron Guy, Nicole Calnan, Helen McCue, Robert Laird, Michael Wright, Candy Broad, Claire Moore, 
Leslie Marsden, Catherine Middleton, Paul Robson, Pam Smith, , Robyn Fortescue, Patricia Ranald, Louise Dillon, 
Samantha Bond, Sophie Leonard, Lachlan Hurse. 
 
In attendance: Shirley Huang, representing Grant Thornton Accountants and Hoang Thi Le Hang, Nguyen Thi Phuong 
Thao, Vilada Phomduangsy, Soulisa Kantasilo, Rita Tambunan (APHEDA international staff), all online. 
 
Thanks were given to all members for their attendance at the AGM. 
 
2. APOLOGIES 
 
Michele O’Neil, Sharny Chalmers. 
 
3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 2023 AGM HELD ON 13 DECEMBER 2023 
 
Recommendation: That the minutes are an accurate and correct record of the previous meeting. 
 
Moved:  Jo Schofield  Seconded:   Nicole Calnan  Carried 
 
4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Nil to note for this AGM. 

 
5. PRESENTATION OF REPORTS 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Audited Financial statement 
The Treasurer Mark Lennon spoke to the financial report for year ending June 2024, which was provided. For the 
financial year 23/24 the Treasurer reported a surplus of about $500k. As an not-for-profit, the Treasurer reported that 
surpluses are dispersed at appropriate times across various programs. The Treasurer thanked everyone who has been 
involved with ensuring the accounts meet high standards.  
 
Recommendation: That the report of the Treasurer be accepted. 
 
Moved:  Michelle Robertson Seconded:   Peter Murphy  Carried 
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Chairperson’s Report 
The Chairperson Lori-Anne Sharp provided a summary of her written report, highlighting a couple of items: 
acknowledging the service of Andrew Dettmer, and thanked him for his dedication and stewardship over his terms; also 
acknowledged Dr Helen McCue, co-founder of APHEDA and a former nurse, joining us online. It’s been an extraordinary 
year for APHEDA turning 40, and accreditation with DFAT also occurred this year, which is enormous about of work, but 
substantial positive feedback was received.  
 
Executive Officer’s report 
The Co-Executive Officers thanked all attendees for their time and provided the following report: acknowledged also the 
presence of Helen McCue, and noted the ongoing tragedy and disaster in Gaza, but also Lebanon. We have raised over 
$1 million in donations for MA’AN Development Center in our original appeal which has now been re-opened with 
another $80,000 raised so far in the second round. Noted the worrying trend in cuts to aid budgets across Europe, and 
this includes funds that support trade union global programs which is being deeply affected. The Co-Executive Officers 
ae pleased to announce a new program of funding with DFAT, with a contract hopefully signed before Christmas, which 
would enable unions in the Pacific and Southeast Asia to build capacity. 
 
The Co-Executive Officers acknowledged Hoang Thi Le Hang online who is founding manager for the Vietnam office, 
which has been in operation for 30 years, a huge contribution. Kate and Sharan thanked ACTU, VTHC, member-unions 
and all individual members who contribute. 
 
The Co-Executive Officers took a number of questions from members regarding our international projects and their 
work. 
 
Recommendation: That the report of the Co-Executive Officers be accepted. 
 
Moved:  Danae Bosler  Seconded:   Robert Laird  Carried 
 
 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
Recommendation: That James Winter, Partner, Grant Thornton Accountants be appointed as Auditors for 2024/25. 
 
Moved:   Danae Bosler  Seconded:   Michelle Robertson  Carried 
 
7. GUEST SPEAKERS 

 
The meetings heard from two guest speakers: Rita Tambunan, Indonesia Advisor on climate justice and just transitions, 
Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA discussing just transition and union work underway in Indonesia; and Danae Bosler, Assistant 
Secretary Appointed, Victoria Trades Hall Council, who reported on COP29 held in Azerbaijan in November 2024. Danae 
was part of the ACTU delegation.  
 
8. PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 

 
The Cliff Dolan Award for Andrew Dettmer 
 
Andrew served on the Board of Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA from 2013 to August 2024. He was the Chairperson for 4 
years from 2021-2024 leading the organisation with a deep commitment to equality, justice and solidarity. Andrew has 
been APHEDA member since the mid-1980s when he was recruited by the first APHEDA Chair, Cliff Dolan. 

Andrew represented our organisation internationally, including in Vietnam in discussion with the Vietnam General and 
Confederation of Labour (VGCL) where he is remembered by VGCL’s leadership for fostering positive links and ongoing 
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solidarity between the Australian and Vietnamese union movements. Andrew’s international union work also included 
representing his union on the council of IndustriALL global union, where he continued to build international links 
including in our region in Indonesia and elsewhere. 

Andrew was the National President of the AMWU from 2012 to 2024.  He took his first position with his union in 1988 as 
Federal industrial officer, moving to be the Qld/NT State Secretary of the AMWU from 2003-2012. Andrew has held 
position on both state and federal skills and training bodies during his tenure in elected roles with AMWU. 

Andrew accepted the Award and thanked the organisation. He commended APHEDA for its outstanding work and spoke 
of the privilege of serving on its Board and being involved over so many decades. 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS 
Items for general business: 
None tabled. 
 

10. DATE OF NEXT AGM 
Monday 8 December 2025 

 
11. CLOSE OF MEETING 

The meeting closed at 6.40pm. 
 


